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INTRODUCING THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE ASCA FAMILY 

We are ecstatic to report that our own Federal Member of Parliament (MP), Honourable (Hon) Maria Vamvakinou 
of Calwell, has become the latest member of the Australian Sickle Cell Advocacy Inc (ASCA) family.  
Hon Maria Vamvakinou will join ASCA as an ambassador to help advocate and bring greater awareness to the 
objective of improving the lives of those affected by sickle cell disease (SCD) in Australia.  

Hon Vamvakinou MP is the first Greek-born woman to be elected to the Parliament of Australia. Born on the island 
of Lefkada Greece in 1959, she migrated to Australia with her family in 1963 as part of the Arthur Calwell Assisted 
migration policy.  

Hon Vamvakinou was elected the Federal Member of Parliament with the Australian Labor Party in the Division of 
Calwell in 2001 and has been the MP for this electorate for seven consecutive terms.  She works closely with her 
community to advocate on issues such as migration; employment; healthcare; and education. In her time in 
Parliament, Maria has been Deputy Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Migration and has been a member of 
this committee since 2010, as well as a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Trade, which includes the Human Rights Sub-committee. She has been on the Speaker’s Panel and has co-chaired 
the Parliamentary Friends of SBS- Multiculturalism, which hosts the largest interfaith dialogue at Parliament House 
each year; the Heart and Stroke Foundations; and Palestine. 

She is passionate about the people she serves, evidenced by several people who can confirm her willingness to 

listen to the issues presented by her constituents. A certain recommendation from one of these constituents led 

ASCA to engage her for support in our cause. These actions by Hon Vamvakinou reaffirm why she has been elected 

seven times in this constituency. They demonstrate her commitment to work in the best interest of everyone she 

represents. 

Hon Vamvakinou is not new to supporting our mission. She has supported ASCA on numerous occasions before. 
She was the keynote speaker at our official launch in June 2019; where she spoke about our work. Our office is in 
her constituency and we are so proud of what she is doing for this community.  
Hon Vamvakinou also spoke about our work in the Federal Parliament, highlighting the increasing prevalence of 
SCD in Australia. Having advocated for ASCA as our informal ambassador, it felt natural that we approach her to be 
our official ambassador. 
Hon Vamvakinou will be the face of Australian Sickle Cell Advocacy Inc and we are grateful for her support to our 
cause.  
Watch this space as we will announce a date for you to meet our favourite Member of Parliament in person.  
To Hon Maria Vamvakinou, we thank you for accepting our invitation to advocate for our cause. Your compassion 
and care for the people around you is much appreciated. We look forward to making you proud and working 
with you. 
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